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~ Youth council speaking 
up in community 
by Dana Billick 

Recently, Mayor Paul Netzel appointed a 
council of five members from the commu
nity aimed at helping the youth in West 
Chicago voice their opinions about public 

I matters. 
The community members appointed to 

this committee are Chuck Pheneger, Betty 
McDonald, Bob Spalo, Dave Roberts, and 
George Darquea. There w1ll also be stu
dents from WCCHS and West Chicago Ju
nior High appointed to this council. 

The committee is designed to better com
municate how the youth of West Chicago 
feel about problems or public affairs in the 
community. 

Netzel feels that students should have a 
say in everyday matters that wm affect 
them. He says the committee is geared at 

"looking out for the welfare of youths and 
their development." 

The council will be somewhat involved 
with youth group and church entertain
ment in West Chicago. 

Although the adult members were ap
pointed to the council about three weeks 
ago , they have not yet had their first 
meeting. They are also waiting for the 
members from the junior high and high 
school. 

Committee member McDonald says, "I'm 
very excited about it. I think it's something 
we'veneededforalongtime."Themembers 
have ideas on how to expand the council's 
abilltles. Darquea commented, "I think we 
should involve many more students and 
teachers. That way the community will 
function better as a whole." 

312 to 708 
by Melissa King 

Beginning November 11, 1989. our 312 . 
area code (excluding Chicago) will be 
changed to 708. 

The reason for this change is to keep up 
with the growing demand for additional 
telephone numbers In the Chicago
. Metropolitan area. It was possible that by 

· vember 11 deadline, one must dial 1-312-
then the seven digit number when calling to 
Chicago. If dialing to West Chicago from 
outside this area code, one would d1al1-708-
then the seven digit number. 

In order to complete a call after the No-

To help Illinois Bell customers get used to 
this change, between November 11, 1989 
and February 9, 1990, all calls placed, both 
old and new area code, will be accepted . 
After February 10, however, all incorrect 
calls will not be completed, a recording will 
explain the changes. and your call will need 
to be re-dialed. 

Drug 'test. ·I· n_g·· :_::!a~~9t~l~!~:!::!~~:drunoutof 

The great Chicago fire? 

for W 
wm urine testing for drugs be coming to 

WCCHS? 
Homewood-Flossmoor High School ln Il

linois Is making mandatory drug testing 
for all their students a reality. Indianola 
Academy in Missouri also recently ap
proved drug testing for athletes as a re
quirement. 

According to Assistant Principal Ri
chard Waterhouse, WCCHS has "no 
intention" to require a urine test. Water
house said that if they suspect a student is 
using drugs, they would call their parents, 
then take any necessary action. Water
house comments thatforthe athletic code of 
WCCHS. they need evidence to take action. 
He feels that "schools are out of line" by 

g g ng mandatm-y. 
Steve Heeter, Junior, states, "They only 

have th~ right to test students who are in 
extracurricular activities." He said that they 
should not just llmitlt to sports. If they do the 
test then clubs should be included too. 

Para-pro James Berg comments. "I am 
for testing for steroids ... (but) just athletes 
... I a_m against random t~ttng." 

Sophomore Monica Mende agrees with 
Berg by saying , "I'm against random drug 
testing but for it in certain situations." 

Trainer for WCCHS, Ben Penaflor states, 
~I know for a fact that there are athletes that 
use drugs here. Maybe it will help them by 
taking the test." Penaflor believes that the 
drug testing might make them see that 
they have a problem. 

Drug Testing 
Would you take a mandatory drug test •.. 
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Honors bond 
On October 11. selected band members 

wlll audition for the Dlinois District Eight 
Honors Band. Auditions will be held at East 
Leyden H.S. 1n .Franklin Park. Students 
auditioning must prepare a concert ptece. 
an etude. 'Scales. and do sight readings. 
students chosen for aonors Band Wlfl per
form ln a festival at W)llowbrook H.S. ln 
ViUa ParkDn No\i'ember 18. and·are eligtble 
to be ChOsen for AJI:state Band. 

by Debbie caruso 
Tuesday September 5, a fire started on 

Main Street in West Chicago at 2:30a.m. 
The fire caused severe damage to five busi
nesses: Pattern In Beauty, Spielman's 
Plumbing. Turner Junction Family Res
taurant. ~ JUDGtlon Ice c.-.n Par· 

lor, and Video Esterella. 
The cause ofthe fire is stlll unknown. The 

state fire marshal is currently investigating 
the fire. Fire Chief Harper of the West Chi
ca.Q;o Fire Department believes the fire 
started In the back of Spielman 
Plumbing's basement. Mayor Paul Netzel 
believes the incident was caused by a 
dumpster fire because when this fire 
started, three other dumpster fires started 
throughout West Chicago. 

Gary Spielman of Spielman's Plumbing 
feels that the fire started by electrical wires 
or a gas leak. ~unfortunately. we had no 
insurance but we're looking for a new loca
tion and we will stlll be in business," he said. 

Spielman was renting the building and 
lost a lot of material in the basement. How-

ever, he feels confident that his business 
will be back to usual soon. 

Turner Junction Family Restaurant had 
severe smoke damage. Steve Potlalla, 
owner, said , "The damage will cost roughly 
30 to 40 thousand dollars. • Potlal1a and his 
Wife Vera hope -tbetr t.wfn- Will eoon be 

back to usual. 
Pattern In Beauty had extensive fire, 

smoke, and water damage. The residents 
that were located above the building were 
rescued by fire fighters. Video Esterella and 
Turner Junction Ice Cream Parlor also had 
extensive damage. 

When Harper was asked tfthe fires ln July 
and August, at the West Chicago News 
Agency and Bob's Salt and Feed, were re
lated to this recent fire he replled, "I don't 
think they are related ln any way." 

Fire fighters from Batavia, Bartlett. Carol 
Stream, Geneva, Naperville. St. Charles, 
and Winfield came to the aid of the West 
Chicago Fire Department. The fire was 
contained within three hours with their 
help. 

Carnegie hall for WCCHS 
by David Smith 

The Concert Choir of WCCHS has been 
given the opportunity of being one of the 
three high school choirs in the nation to be 
selected to sing at Carnegie Hall with the 
Manhattan Philharmonic. 

The choir would attend this coming May 
for five days. They would leave Friday, May 
11. and return on Tuesday, May 15. Fri
day, Saturday and Sunday would be the 
practices, Monday would be the per
formance, and Tuesday would be the re
turning home day. 

Peter Ttboras, principle conductor of the 
Manhattan Philharmonic, sent the invita
tion on recommendation by Elvis Cobl~. · 
Coble, of Homewood-Flossmoor Htgh 
School; heard a concert tape of the choir 
and saw them perform. and thus made the 
recommendation. 

French Club 
Tbeofficersnamedtothe 1989-90Freneh 

Club are:Pres-ident: Dave Smith. Vice 
President; Joy Nevins. Seeretary; Angie. 
Cbavez.andTreasur«;Chrlst:.ineMlller.A 
potluck dtnnerwaabeldon September 25 tD . 
welcome pew members. 

saw them perform, and thus made the rec
omendation. 

The trip. arranged by Mid America Pro
ductions would cost a total of908 dollars per 
student. This price includes round trip air 
fare to New York. hotel stay, food, a cruise to 
see the Statue of Liberty, Manhattan sky
line, and a tour ofthe Empire State Building. 

With over 60 members at 908 dollars 
apiece, the total cost of the trip would 
amount to the sum of about 60,000 dollars. 

Plans are currently being worked out with 
the school board to see if they can attend. 
Fund raising plans are also being consid
ered. 

In addition to singtng at Carnegie Hall 
ttte choir w111 also be gtven the opportunity 
to sing at St. Patrick's Cathedral. one of 
the largest churches tn New York. 

Bridge nofes 
Jhete will be a dance tonight atl:e(' the 

home football game sponsored by Th~ 
Brlttge to raise fund& t:or the trip. to .the 
National Journalism. Conference held No.
vember 1 .. 4 tn St. Louis. Recently~ member$. 
of the ·JoUJQalUun and JOurnalism Produc
tion classes atten<Jsd ~, state jOurnalism 
conference at Unlver8ityof ~ots. 
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Seeing your counselor? Bring a good book 

by Chris Seper · 

Ah, the Guidance Of
fice. Undoubtedly the 
place to go when In 
search of a schedule 
change. help with bad 
grades, or things of the 
such. It can wind up 
being AN IMPATIENT 
PERSON'S HELL!! 

Let me explain lfl may. 
It was a normal day in my sophomore year 
and I was In search of guidance. Robert Hein 
to be exact. I needed to switch a couple 
things around on my junior year schedule 
and he was the man to see. Let me now tell 
you that what I had to do only takes a total of 
five minutes. Of course, the person on the 
outside always has the five minute problem 
while the guy in the counselor's office has 
the personal vendetta. Well, anyway. where 
was I? 

I was on my was to Heln's door when I 
came to see that it was closed, No doubt in a 
highly stressful tactical meeting with the 
student who was in his room. Fine, I said, I 
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can wait. How long can it take anyway? 
I must never ask that question again. For, 

while sitting outside on those wonderful 
swivel chairs, I waited a total of 45 minutes 
doing nothing. Now. this would not have 
irked me so if this was not the first time I had 
to wait for my counselor. This was the third. 
And the third strike you're out. 

But that was another mistake. I learned 
that you can'tfight the counseling machine. 
Now I'm stuck wtthjoum ... oops, better not 
say. But anyway, I feel I'm not the only one 
with this problem and should voice my 
anger at the long waits forced on students by 
the guidance office. 

But we all must realize something. It's not 
your counselor's fault that you have to wait 
for an hour to see them for a five minute job. 
It's the budget's There are only five coun
selors In this school. That means that with 
approximately 1400 students to divide 
among them, they have over 250 students 
each, more than a regular human should 
have to deal with. Along with this, some 
counselors have extra-curricular activi
ties. Mr. Hetn is head wrestling coach, ad-

by P.S. Osterman 
How long is your average wait in the Guidance Office? 

JackleMart(Senlor)-*Youhavetowattupto 
15 minutes to half an hour for one question. 
It's easier just to put something In their 
mailbox." 

Julie Loek (Junior)- *I'd say about ten mi
nutes. That's on a good day." 

Angie Webb (Senior)- *Sometimes it's like 
45 minutes, but other times I get In there 
right away. Half the time, they're not in 
there anyway. so you can't find them." 

Chad Landis (Senior) -"I don't usually have 
a wait. Last time I just walked rtght ln." 

Letters to the editor 
Band disrespected 
Dear editors, 

I just wanted to let you know how I feel 
about Barabra Kearney. one of our para
pros, and John Highland, one of the assist
ant principals, on the way they acted on 
Event Night. They acted very rude to the 
band that was there, which included Brian 
Levake, Steve Sackett, Nicole Yoder, Je
remy Mains, and last but not least, Matt 
Moran. They said they couldn't hear some
one on the megaphone, so they had to tell the 
band to stop, plus people were coming over. 
If people were coming over to listen, that 
proves the games weren't good enough. Be
sides, you can become a pro by being in a 
band rather than eating something really 
fast. If they could start here, then the people 
of West Chicago and other towns could In
vite them to play. I think the band members 
should be called down to the office andgtven 
an apology over the speakers so everyone 
can hear Highland and Kearney. If they 
don't, they should be sent to Siberia or the 
North Pole. 

John Buckner 

Event Night a mess 
Dear Editor. 

We, as juniors, were extremely disap-

pointed with the way things went on Event 
Night. You could not tell what was going on 
during the games, and besides that, you 
didn't even give people a choice about 
whether they wanted to watch the events 
outside or stay In (and avoid the bugs) and 
listen to the great band. which, by the way. 
only played for a grand total often minutes. 
They rehearsed for nine hours and they 
don't even get a chance to play in front of 
anyone because they hauled us all outside. 

We personally did not like paying one 
dollar to sit outside, slap at mosquitoes, and 
have pies thrown at us. 

One final note- whatever happened to the 
*dance contest" they were going to have? 
That possibly was the one thing we were 
looking forward to because then we could 
hear the band and have a good time besides. 
·A response would be appreciated. 

Julie Loek 
Teresa Johnson 

So don't go 
Julie and Teresa, 

Event Night has earned a reputation for 
being messy, disorganized, and chaotic. The 
Student Council could make activities like 
these more enjoyable for everyone if they 
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Impatience is your fault 
The Guidance Depart

ment: a favorite target of 
many perpetual com-

, plaints. The counselors 
wlll always get bad
mouthed regardless, but 
I interviewed several of 
them to find out what 

, they thought. 
A common thought 

expressed by the counselors is that there Is 
no shortage of work. There are schedule 
changes, mounds of paperwork, meetings. 
kids dropping by to talk, and a limited 
amount of time to accomplish it all ln. 

Gene Peterson said that they are •saddled 
with a certain amount of paperwork" and 
that it sometimes "takes away from the 
kids", but he adds that those forms are 
necessary. Ralph Zaffino thinks that It is 
uabsolutely a problem," but agrees that re
cords need to be kept. 

Time is another limiting factor. Peterson 
. says he is occasionally forced to cut 
"meaningful dialogue" short because of time 
constraints, but they are rescheduled 
rather then ended. Robert Hein feels that 
the schedule changes are "endless" and a 
limit or deadline on them would help alle
viate the problem. 

A common complaint that students have 
ts that their counselor is never there. They 
have some problem, and are looking for a 
"quick fix" solution. What they don 'tseem to 
understand is that the counselors can't sit 
around waiting for people to drop ln. They 
have many other duties to attend to. Zaffino 
says some students see his empty chair and 
immediately and incorrectly assume he is 
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*out". They leave frustrated, without both
ering to check the Immediate area. A little 
patience and effort on the students' part is 
all that Is required. Try setting an appoint
ment. 

The first few weeks of school are an es
pecially hectic time for the counselors. The 
are busy clearing up problems from last year 
(i.e. failures) as well as other things inevi
tably resulting from a new school year. A 
solution that would make this time easier 
would be to pay the counselors to come in 
over the summer to work outthe kinks. This 
Idea should be looked at by the administra
tion in particular. 

Counselors at West Chicago have ap-

'They aren't doing 
such a bad job at 
aiL' 
proximately 270 to 280 students each, not 
an unreasonable number. Three hundred is 
the recommended number according to 
Zaffino. Other schools have it a lot worse. 
East Aurora, by comparison, has around 
450 students per counselor. 

The student body's attitude towards the 
Guidance Department seems to consist of 
complaints about what they are not getting. 
The services they do get seem to be for
gotten. Granted, as with most things there 
are problems, but they are being worked on. 
Certainly with the restrictions being placed 
on them by time, paperwork, and some 
students, they aren't doing such a ba.djobat 
all. 

Tile Bridge Is the student newspaper of 
West Chicago Community High School, 
Tile Bridge office is located in room 216. 

Letters to the editor should not exceed 
300 words and must be legibly signed, 
with a maximum of five names appearing 
In the paper. Letters will be printed as time 
and space permit. The editor reserves the 

. . right to edit, as necessary, for length and 
Busmess Manager ...................... ~ Lenertz libelous material. 
Sports Editor ....................... Chris Sefl"' Unsigned editorials appearing In the 
Ne~ Editor .................... Dare Smith newspaper are the opinions of Tile 
Opmlon Edl~or ........................ Peg Oste~ lltldge editorial board. Content and 
Features Editor ........................ Jeremy Mams editorial policy are determined by the 
In Depth Editor ........................... Julie Mastro editors with concurrence of The 8rldfle 
Photo Editor ......................... Kelly Howard editorial board. The advisor acts In the 
Copr Editor .................................. Bill Hsln capacity of a professional consultant. 
AdviSor ............................... Tim Courtney The opinions express8d by the 

had some control over what was going on. 
Granted, they try. and some people have fun 
flinging mud and stuffing marshmallows In 
their mouths; however, people who don't 
enjoy this type of pagan entertainment 
usually don't have a good time. I suggest you 
don't attend Event Night if you know it's 

newspaper are not necessarily those of 
the majority of the student body or the 
high school. 

going to be messy. I also suggest you ask 
Student Council how well they plan these 
things out ahead of time. 

Peg Osterman 
Opinion Editor 
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From Just Below The Land Down Under 
by Anissa Garcia 

When asked how she felt about coming to 
America, New Zealander Melissa Stratford 
replied·. "I was scared, butreallyamdous.It's 
a btg step to take, but it had to be done. 

Stratford comes from a town on the 
northern Island of New Zealand called 
Wellington. While In America, Junior Llza 
Lenertz ts Stratford's hostess. Some of 
Stratford's hobbies include snow-skiing 
and tennis, which she has been playing for 
six years. Along with being a member of the 
tennis team she alsoworkson the Challenge 
staff and participates in Student Council. 

Stratford will spend her senior year at 
West Chicago and graduate in June. If she 
were still in New Zealand Stratford would 
already be able to graduate in October. But 
she wanted to experience living in America. 
"I enjoy school here because everything Is 
new and different, and it's fun meeting 
people." says Stratford. 

Some "new and different" things Stratford 
is experiencing deal with our school. One 
major difference between her school) in New 
Zealand and West Chicago Is the amount of 
freedom. In a New Zealand school, "you can 
basically do anything you want as long as 
you get your work done. You can get away 
with a bit more than you can here," 'she 
explained. 

Also her school does not have Home
coming dances, cheerleaders, porn pons, or 
football. Instead they have rugby. a · game 
similar to football, anda "Cabaret", which is 
Uke our Prom. Stratford thinks West Chi
cago has more school spirit because of these 
differences. 

Stratford also said that in New Zealand 
people wore uniforms to school. It isn't until 
your senior year that they allow you to wear 
your own clothes to school. 

It seems that New Zealand teens are not 
that much different from American teens 
when it comes to weekends. Stratford said, 
"We normally go to parties." The drinking 

age in New Zealand Is twenty, but Stratford 
said. "A lot more teenagers drink in New 
Zealand than they do here. "If caught they do 
not get In as much trouble as they would 
here. 

• America Is pretty much what I expected It 
to be," said Stratford. She explained that her 
friends told her Chicago was "flat and very. 
very cold." Even though she hasn't really 
visited many places since her arrival. she 
hopes to "see a bit of everything" before she 
departs. 

What Stratford missed most 

about New Zealand: 

'My friends, family, 

and fish-n-chips· 

When asked what she missed most from 
New Zealand, Stratford replied, "My friends, 
family. and fish-n-chtps." She thinks 
American food is "totally fattening. Most oftt 
Is junk food. It's nice-lUke u: 

Even though Stratford likes America, 
many New Zealanders don't. The reason 
being that the United State's foreign rela
tions are not very friendly with New Zea
land. She explained that America had kept 
wanting to dock boats which cirrrted nu
clear eqUipment Into New Zealand harbors. 
New Zealand rejected the United States' 
proposals to dock in their harbor and be
came a nuclear-free country. 

Because of that incident, many New Zea
landersarenotfondofthe United States. But 
Stratford wanted to visit an American 
school "to actually experience living in the 
u.s.w 

If she had a choice of where she could llve, 
Stratford said, "I'd come to the U.S. I 
wouldn't mind living here for about five 
years." 

Sold Stratford. ·1 really got a kick out ot t)Ow. ~Oilf say 
'dude' all the time. In New tealand they say ~mate.· • 

Super-Model's Career Linked to Physics class 
by Brian York 

Cindy Crawford: brunet 
bombshell? rocket scientist? super model of 
the world? Now-a-days you see Cindy 
Crawford's face everywhere-Cosmopolitan, 
Playboy, the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit 
Issue. 

Just in case you have beendormantforthe 
last three years or so, Crawford Is one ofthe 
world's leading models. I held an interesting 
Interview with a teacher here who taught 
her in 1982. The man with whom I held this 
exclusive Interview wishes to remain 
anonymous. I will honor his decision ... Naw, 
I won't-It's Mr. Wiggin who teaches physics 
class. 

In 1982 Wiggin wasn't teaching at West 
Chicago. It was.atDekalb High School where 
Crawford was graced by being taught by 
Wiggin. Although he doesn't feel he had an 
impact on her, Its just possible he might 
have. 

According to Wiggin, Crawford was In 
modeling at a very early age; about sopho
more year. But not only was she young for 
her original grade, she was also ahead a 
grade. So here's Crawford· young, beautiful, 
and smart. From what Wtggtn said, smart is 
an understatement. Crawford was so Intel
ligent that, at age sixteen, she was co
va adlctorian with a 4.0 average. 

Young, beautiful, smart, and photogenic. 
The four characteristics that modeling 
agencies like. Wiggin took a picture of the 
whole class, and the first thtng you look at is 
Crawford. She photographs very well. 

Suprizingly Wiggin wasn't shocked when 
he saw her on the cover of a magazine. She 
was such a "super model" back in high 
school thathesortof expected it. He said that 
she travelled all over the world on modeling 
jobs. Because ofthis she didn't have many 
dates; evidently the guys were too much In 
awe. 

An exclusive photo from her blurred past, Crawford (in center, 
covering face with hands) was just 16 when Wiggin took this 
class. 

Most people would welcome the fame and 
stardom. But according to WfMin. Crawford 
didn't. She thought ahead and recognized 
that she couldn't model forever. So, at first 
she took a scholarship to Northern Illinois 
University and studied engineering. So 
don't be shocked If you see In an interview, 
"Cindy enjoys windsurfing, animals, and 
engineering." 

• .. . Just as successful hod · 
she never had Physics." 

Wiggin still respects Crawford for mod
eling. "She has high standards", he says in 
regard to not posing in the nude. Even 

though she is In Playboy she Is fully dressed. 
Provocative, but fully dressed. She Is defi
nitely not stuck up, and once after she 
graduated she talked with him at a football 
game." 

Although Wiggin thinks that, " ... she 
would have been just as successful had she 
never had physics," there is evidence to the 
contrary. At a party, his daughter met 
Crawford for the first time. Crawford real
ized she was Wiggin's daughter and said, 
"Mr. Wiggin is my favorite teacher. He's 
funny." 

It gives me a definite chlll as I think that a 
super-model's favorite teacher works right 
here at West Chicago. 

Just a bit of advice for future models: 
Don't take modeling. acting, or photography 
classes- take Physics. 

, Tti..EPHONE :-293 ·0125,p.293·07~6 
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Abuse 
at 

WCCHS 
by Julie Mastro 

All across the country there are thousands of 
'homes that have been torn apart by family vi
olence. West Chicago is not an exception to the 
statistics. 

Ann (not her real name) is a senior at WCCHS 
and her story is one of anger and sadness. For as 
long as she can remember her father has 
physically and verbally abused her and her 
mother. Her first memory is at the age of four 
when she saw her drunken father scream and 
beat her mom and then threaten her with a 
knife. Once he was finished he started in on 
Ann, but she ran into her room and locked the 
door. 

"We don't even have a family. We never do any 
family things. If we do we always fight or he gets 
drunk and takes everything out on me." Ann 
seems to be the main target of her father's 
abuse, although the reason why is unknown. 
Her father's abuse seems to mostly be triggered 
by alcohol and prescription drugs. "He started 
taking Valium and other unauthorized pre
scriptions when I was about eight." However, 
Ann also feels that something happened in her 
dad's childhood that makes him abuse her. She 
thinks that perhaps he too was abused. 

Ann said that there was no incident that was 
the "worst" because they're all terrible, but one 
of the scenes that she remembers vividly oc
cured at the age often. She was home alone and 
was given strict orders by her mother not to let 
her dad in the house. He came home and began 
banging on the front door. Ann refused to let him 
in and that set him off. "He began yelling 
through the door at me telling me I was never 
wanted and that I was supposed to be aborted. 
Then he said he never loved me, but I already 
knew that." 

The behavior of Ann's father has decided her 
plans for life after graduation. "I want to move 
out after high school and stay as far away as 
possible." She said that if she had a "normal 
family" instead of moving out she probably 
would have gone to college. But for Ann the only 
hope she has of leading her own life is to escape 
her father and his constant abuse. She plans on 
talking to her mom and younger sister but n~~_r 

''We hove no relationship. It 
just consists· o.f me hating 
him and him hating me." 

to her dad. As far as she is concerned, "We have 
no relationship. It just consists of me hating him 
and him hating me." 

The saddest thing in thisandmostothercases 
of abuse is that the victim has no idea why 
hejshe is the object of their parent's frustra
tions. Why should a person suffer for something 
they don't understand? Ann understands how 
hard it is to break away from the abuser and 
leave your home but she says that it is very 
important to get help. You need to escape the 
abuse whether you are the victim or the spouse 
of the abuser. "If you ever marry a disturbed 
person and have children and things get bad. get 
out. . If you can't do it for yourself then do it for 
your children." 

A 
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I 
L 
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gnoring the facts 
eods to iobi ity 

by Michele Rittomo 

A voiding evidence that pertains to child 
abuse or neglect can make a person liable, ac
cording to Children of Youth Human Services in 
Chicago. 

Social worker Ronald Dow said that if a person 
doesn't report a child abuse case then they 
would be reported to their professional organi
zation. The consequences are determined from 
there on by their colleagues. The punishment 

for failing to report a case could even cost the 
person their job. 

Peer listener Sherry Dlllner ,senior, said "I 
would go straight to Mr. Dow." if she was in a 
situation with child abuse. Sandy Manero, se
nior in peer listening says "We are responsible 
for reporting any evidence of child abuse." 

Counselor Jody Kettler said that if a peer lis
tener didn't report it to herself. Dow, or Robert 
Hein, they would be suspended from the pro
gram. 

Annual figures on abuse 
Child Abuse 

Three Catagories 

Neglect 
700000 

Sexual Abuse 
100000 

In Number of Children 

Fror1r National Ctnllr on Child Abuee 

Graph By: Liza Lenertz 

What makes them do if? 
• • 

by Jackie Marl 

Poor, rich, uneducated, highly educated; from 
the Northern states to the deep heart of the 
South.Chlldabuse,whichisalsoatypeoffamily 
violence, is everywhere. 

It is estimated that there are over a million 
cases of child abuse each year. Of these, about 
2,000 children die a year. That's six a day ... or 
one child every four hours. These statistics are 
only from those cases which have been re
ported. Estimates hold that for every case re
ported four others go unreported. Now that one 
chtld abused every four hours turns into five 
chtldren. 

The victim of child abuse could be· someone 
you know: a neighbor, a friend, a 
relative ... maybe it's you. If it is one may be 
wondering"Why?Whyme?"Whyparentsabuse 
their kids is not a simple question to answer. It 
could be many different things. One reason 
could be that if parents were abused as children. 
they in return abuse their own kids. This, 
however, isn't always true. It all depends on the 
person. A strong-willed person who was a victim 
of abuse mtght seek help. Even if the help is 
years later it could prevept the parent from 
abusing their own child. 

Another cause of child abuse may be that the 
parent has severe personal problems. This 
could be alcoholism, drug addiction, mental 
illness, or stress. Problems like these are major 
causes of child abuse because the abuse usually 
occurs when the parent is out of control, and 
anything could make him/her strike the child. 
For example, when a person is under the in
fluence of drugs or alcohol, he/she has nora
tional sense. Even a simple hello could start a 
fight. 

Stress is also like walking on thin ice. Any 
little thing could make a person angry ifthey are 
under a great deal of stress. Even though the 
parent may not abuse their children any other 
day, he/she may not be able to control themself 
in a stressful situation. The child has no way of 
knowing their parent is undera lot of stress and 
this may make the abuse worse because the kid 
hasnowayofknowingwhytheirparentisangry 
at them. 

If a parent has a drug/alcohol problem, abuse 
may not occur just during the day-it could be 
around the clock. It may only occur on Friday 
nights when the father has had a few too many 
drinks after work. The child is never aware of 
the next time dad or mom is going to come home 

drunk. They may also have a hard time rea
soning with a drunk parent who may, under 
other circumshmces, be perfectly reasonable. 

No one should have to put up with abuse. The 
sad part is that most victims do. Teenagers seem 
to be in the worst bind because they are old 
enough to rebel against abuse, but they might 
still feel weak. This weakness may partly be due 
to the fact that most teenagers live at home so 
they are still dependent on their parents. What 
can they do? · 

Counseling is a good step . Talk to someone 
about your problem. There are a lot of kids that 
won't get help because they are either scared, or 
they just feel it's their own problem to deal with. 
The victim may be hurting inside, but don't feel 
they can go through the counseling alone. Even 
if it takes awhile for the victim to realize they 
need help, that's okay, it's always available. 
Most important is that the abused person must 
know and convince themselfthat it's not their 
fault. because it's not. 

In this article it was stated that, "There are 
many things that cause parents to abuses their 
children." Although there may be many causes 
of abuse there is not many reasons, because 
there is no reason or excuse for child abuse. 



Comic Biz Booming 
by The Masked Avenger 

Comic books: the cheap entertainment of 
ltttle kids. Although this ts a popular notion 
this doesn't do justice to the current set of 
comics that prove they have grown up. 

The media has definitely played a part tn 
the resurgence of comic books. Comics as 
literature Is stlll a novel idea to them. They 
also view It as a hlp, cutting edge type of 
storytelltng. Art Spiegelman's MAVS. are
telltng of the Jewish Holocaust garnered 
much attention. Likewise Frank Miller's 
DARK KNIGHT. a tougher. grittier reincar
nation of Batman. Playboy and Newsweek 
praised the industry in respective articles. 

Possibly the biggest factor in the legttt
mtzation of comics has been movie or T.V. 
tie-ins. Hollywood Is real1zing the wealth of 
material that bas already been developed. 
Batman Is the biggest project that comes to 
mind. now the sixth largest grossing movie 
of all time. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
has been made into a popular cartoon. In . 
various stages )f development there are close 
to 40 movie or t.v. shows based on comic 
characters. 

Another one of the reasons for the In
creased popularity of comics Is the general 
trend for nostaJgia. Adults are buying stuff 
that reminds them of their childhood (hence 
the upswing In demand for antiques. old 
cars. and old rock bands.) Parents are 
finding that the comics their children are 
reading are the same ones they read when 
they were kids. The X-Men, the Fantastic 
Four, and Spldennan have all been around 
since the early 1960's. 

Comics are Increasingly being recognized 
as good Investments. A four-Issue set of 
Batman featuring the death of hts sidekick 
Robin retailed for $4.50 when It was pu
blished. Now, after a year and much pub
licity has gone by. It's worth about $145. 
The popularity of Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles has driven the price of the first Issue 
up to $200. Not a bad return on a $1.50 
comic. 

Publishers have been catering Increas
Ingly to a more adult crowd. Marvel Comics 
recently launched a llneofhardcover books, 
priced at almost $20. D.C. Comics also 
founded their Plrahna Press Imprint with a 
mature audience In mind. 

Bathroom Horror 
by Jenni Wllke and Ned Miller 

Venture Into the realm of bathrooms; to 
some. a place of refinement, to others a deep 
swamp of disgust. I take you here to make a 
general comparison between the guys' jons, 
and the girls'lavatorles. 

A quick word of advice; as you enter the 
plush interior of the girls' room you may see 
a certain black bug crawling on the floor. 
Never fear- you soon become friends wfth 
these bugs (commonly called cockroaches) 
and eventually learn to share your space. 

Hey Jenl You make friends with the 
cockroaches? Unfortunately for us guys, we 
have to whip out the blow-torches and gre
nades to fight them off. Its too bad that the 
odds are so much against us (72 hundred to 
one). 

(Ahem, Ned!) On with thegtrls' room. Our 
stalls are very unique, to say the least. Each 
stall has had approximately one foot cut off 
the top. This Is very nice for those of us who 
want to hold a conversation while pulltngup 
our pants. For those of us who don't there Is 
absolutely no way to avoid eye contact wfth 
the person waiting for your stall. 

(Excuse mel) You mean you actually have 
doors? We don't! Which means we get the 
minimum of privacy and the maximum of 
sociabtllty. You girls don't know how good 
you have it. I mean, so far we have "Killer 
Cockroaches From Hell" and many breezy 
confrontations. All you're doing is having 
tea with common household pets while 
talking to your buddy over a REAL door. 

"Well!" If you would let me finish, you 
would hear some of the bad things. Like the . 
vulgar grafitl written on our stall walls. You 
would not beUeve the gossip that passes 
throUgh there. Did you hear about Kevin and 
Penny sleeping tog.ether? Or Susie and 

Tommy's ongoing relationship with the 
other's best friends? Or who was on Betty' 
"The Bombers" most recent Ust? Or ... Ohl 
Sorry, I just get so caught up In the emotion 
that is being poured out in permanent 
marker. It's very gripping. 

Y eahl I bet. I'll give you grtpptng. How 
about looking into the mirror and seeing a 
large bloated. vomitous mass of skin staring 
back at you? It's like they went out and stole 
hubcaps off of a cheap car and then riveted 
them to the wall. 

Ohl Thanks for reminding me. Ned. I 
wanted to tell a1;1 the adoring readers out 
there about our fabulous mirrors. We have 
one full length mirror and one large wall 
mirror. They're always cleaned until they 
sparkle and shine. 

Yeah. weif"we have a big problem wfth 
smokers. Hey! Maybe that's why they took 
the doors om Seems kind of strange that 
theydidn 't use some commonsense and just 
look above the stall for a grey gaseous matter 
commonly known as smoke! No matter! The 
smell, the look, and the grtme of the jon all 
goes along with that tough guy smoker kind 
of aura. 

Well, Ned, our time is almost up and I 
really need to get down to the office. (Today's 
the day I ask about getting salmon pink 
carpeting to match the tile In the bathroom.) 

Yes, that's all well and good, but before 
you leave could you help me get my foot out of 
this muck on the floor? 

Are you crazy? Me- go Into that disaster 
area? I might mess up my hair! Don't worry 
though. I'll find someone brave enough to get 
you out. but right now I really must get to the 
office. 

The cockroaches are coming, did you hear 
me? It's llke a trap! They're getting closer 
and closer! Please, this Is a desperate man! 
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MORE DOODLES! 
by Jeremy Mains 

Once again, the Features Department Is 
requesting that any students suffering from 
the habit of doodling during class submit 
their in-class created works to the Features 
Doodles box in room 216. 

You don't have to be Leonardo Da Vinci to 
make a quality doodle. If what you've cre
ated Is witty. humorous, or even vaguely 
resembles what 1t was intented to, we ask 
that you consider turning It ln. Please. 
however, refrain from severely warped 
themes. Weird Is perfectly O.K .. but not se
verely warped. 

At a certain point In the future, Features 
will dedicate one page to a collaboration of 
the most ortgonal doodles we recleve. How-

ever.lf we don 'trecleveverymany. we won't 
have a whole lot to print. It would be great to 
show more than just abstract geometric 
shapes. stick figures. and tulips. 

Therefor, I Implore you once again. If 
you've ever drawn anything in class that 
was even remotely worth sneezing on, or If 
you know another student here at We-go 
who Is a closet Rembrandt, turn those 
suckers In! Thanks. 

Just Another Funky Fact 
The average human being wUitngest two 

bushels of dirt during his/her lifetime. 
(so what the heck's a bushel?) 

Your . . Beauty 
~- Supply Store 

Ply/lui oM I 
BIGUty Proilucu for · 
HGir, Skill cl Nllill. 

27 W 460 Beecher St. 
Wlafteld, IL 60190 
312/653-3526 

~Is coupQ·n wo.rt.h 

. . $:1.00 . 
Towards any purchase . 

. of $5.00 or more . · 
Expires I 0-13-sg· - ·· · 
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Wildcats take Homecoming! 
by Chris Seper 

Missed it by that much. 
That was what happened when Glen bard 

South rmssed a 10 yard field goal with 1:54 
remaining in the game. With that, our West 
Chicago Wildcats won homecoming and 
thelr first game ofthe season. 

South struck first In this game on a 33 
yard touchdown pass by South quarterback 
Eric Lewandowski, but the two point con
version was no good. Then, after an inter
ception by defensive back Eddie Gonzalez, 
Wildcat quarterback Steve Klingberg 
dropped a 23 yard pass into the outstreched 
hands ofttghtendJohn Winterhalder. That, 
plus a two point conversion made It 8-6cats. 
That, also ended the scoring for the first 
quarter. 

In the third period, the two teams traded 
scores with Klingberg running In a touchd
won from one yard out and running back 
Matt Purdom from two yards out and South 
taking in a two yard run to make the score 
21·12. Then, In the fourth quarter Lewan
dowski ran In a score to close the gap to 
21-18 and then threw a pass to close It to 
21·20. Then after a Klingberg fumble on his 
own eight yard line the Raiders were able to 
get down to the two only to be stopped and 
forced to go for a field goal. Kicker Chris 
LaCroix, whohadn'tconvertedafieldgoalor 
an extra point all year, held true to form and 
kicked it right of the uprights to insure a 
Cat's victory. 

downs but one on the ground, and the three 
running backs Gonzalez, Chris Nippert, and 
Purdom ran over three yards a carry. 

Donash also mentioned the work of line
backer Chris Davidson and tight end John . 
Winterhalder, who were forced to replace 
Injured captain Chad Busse. "I thought took 
his (Busse) place at linebacker and Winter
balder had togo a little longer offensively but 
we couldn't get him a break there. 

"We miss his (Busse) leadership because 
he's so intense out there. That way I think it 
hurt us, but the kids who filled in for him, 
Chris Davidson I was ·real happy with." Da
vidson recorded one sack that pushed South 
back deep In there territory. 

The Wildcats capitalized on some errors 
by South. Touchdowns all occured after a 
Gonzalez Interception, a facemask that put 
We-go in South territory, and a four yard 

"I thought our (offensive) line played a 
muchbettergametoday."HeadCoachBruce 
Donash said. We-go scored all of it's touch· 

Steve Klingberg tries to bring It home In the homecoming game. 
The final score was 21-20 Cats. (Photo by Kelly Howard) 

by John Prusko 
This year's team won three more meets 

than last year and finished one more place 
higher in the DVC. They have gradually 
improved each year winning none the year 
before. 

Mter finishing in eighth place in the 
DVC last year and being 5-9, 2-5 in DVC 
this year. Head Coach Tim Courtney feels 
that the 1989 golf team has Improved a lot 
since last year. 

. The stars of this year's golf team are se
nior Chad Landis and junior Jon Turkot. 
Turkot Is the lead scorer with a nine hole 
average of 40.34 and Landis has a 41.47 
average. The average of Improvement for 
the varsity players Is over five strokes. 

Turkot feels the golf team is doing better 
than last year. "We have more experience 
this year. but we still don't have the talent 
other schools do," Turkot said .. Turkot also 

John Turkot and Chad Landis grin knowingly while posing for 
pictures. The team finished a disappointing eighth In the 
conference tournament. 

WILDCAT SPORTS TRIVIA 
Who from West Chicago was a high school 
All-American, state champ in wrestling, 

went to Purdue on a football scholarship and 
played pro footba~l for the New York Jets and 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers? 

(Answers in the next issue of, TBE BRIDGE) · 

feels he has come a long way since joining 
the team. "I can deal with pressure better 
than before, also lean handlemynervesalot 
more: 

Junior and third year player Kate Jemsek 
feels that in order for the team's scores to go 
down there needs to be a lot of practice, hard 
work, and concentration. "If you combine all 
those there will be better scoring." Jemsek 
said. Jemsek feels that the team has im
proved. "We're doing better. Chad Hansen 
has improved, he's also shooting better. Jeff 
Malay has improved a lot." Jemsek also 
mentioned that the captains, Landis and 
Turkot have also Improved. "The team Is 
shooting In the I 70's." said Courtney. 
"That's O.K., it's not real good and not real 
bad either." 

At points. the team has been winning big 
with Turkot taking tenth in a highly com
petitive Dundee Crown Tournament and 
winning some of the early meets in the 
season nut have dropped some of the con
ference meets to teams like Naperville 
Central and Wheaton North, but have come 
up defeating other teams like Geneva and 
Glen bard East and North. 

We're you're complete 
. Flower Shop 
We can help you 

celebrate all occasions! 

• Corsages 
• Bouquets 
• Special Arrangements 
• Gift Ideas 
Tell that speciafsomeone that 
you care with Flowers from 

Jacobsen's! 
''The beauty of our 

business is Dowers!" 

punt after the Davidson sack. Also, 
Gonzalez's second Interception stopped a 
two point conversion by South, that would 
have given them the victory. "Whenever you 
can take advantage of the other team's 
mistakes that's important," Donash said. 

Donash also felt that the team needed a 
win to get them started. "I think more than 
anything we had to get this idea that we are 
losers off our backs. We hear from so many 
people all of the time. We read it in the paper 
when will we ever get better and that kind of 
stuff. That sits in your subconclous mind all 
the time and I really think we needed this 
win really bad to get It off our back that we're 
losers because we're not." 

TheWildcatrecordisnow 1-4(1-2), there _ 
next game Is tonight against Wheaton 
North. 

. ·JoCk Shorts 

Cross CoUntry 
runs on 
to victory 

The cr~ cOuntry team enters regional 
competition with a record of ?1 - n They 
havewon?1outoftheir7llnvttattonalswtth 
junior Rick Montalvo placing ftrst in ?1 of 
them. 

Anti-drug 
program 
at We-go 

With the fall season starting WCCHS has 
thought of a waytokeepstudentathletesout 
of drugs and alcohol. When each athlete 
joins a team they stgn a form which says. "I 
will not take drugs or alcohol on or off the 
field." 

Recently Athletic Director Ron Hansen 
and Wrestling coach and counselor Robert 
Hetn held a meeting to discuss being better 
leaders. 

"We want to put the emphasis on educa
tion and peer pressure. • Hetn told the Win
field EJwnlner. "We're attempting to deal 
with the demand end of the drug problem 
and to do it in a positive sort of way.· 

IHSA eases 
job restrictions 

The rnsA may soon be easing job requi
rements for high school coaches. 

The proposal would open assistant . 
coaching positions to non-college gradua
te$. But they must go through a training 
program. The propOsal would also open 
head coach positions to college graduates 
having substitute teaching certificates. 
These coaches would also have to take a 
training course. . . 

ThesechangeswouldreUeyethecoaehlng 
. shortage betng expert~nced. :u,roqgb out n-
~npis. ': '· · · ;;;;]~ ti~ 
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Soccer is .o.n the ball 
by Tricia Blum 

This year's boys soccer team has are
cord of 8-3-1 . In the beginning of the sea
son they won the Batavia Tournament and 
now watt to see what the playoffs will 
bring after a record of 2-2 so far In con
ference. 

Head Coach Bob Owens said "Our 
strength is being a team, because we play as 
a team. 

"We are working hard to make everyone 
the best playerthey can be." Owens said that 
being a team and working together has 
helped them win. 

The varsity usually consists of juniors and 
seniors. But this years· team has two so-

phomores, David Seirs and Roberto Cutriz. 
Both Selrs and Culriz start on the varsity 
team. So far Seirs has one goal and two 
assists and Culrlz, a defender, has one 
which he scored on a penalty kick. Cuiriz 
also started on varsity as a freshmen. Doug 
Sawyer said, "It's not how old you are but 
how good you are." 

"The pre conference play for · the soccer 
team has only had one loss. That was to 
Rockford Boylan by a score of 4-3. Senior 
captain Jeff Showalter said, "We developed 

· an attitude problem because we were 3-0 
and that caused us to be 3-1.". Captain RI
chie Romero said, "We could improve our 
plays and be In better condition and play as 

Tennis bouncing back 
- by Margaret Walen 

Ladles Tennis started off this year with a 
bang. They had their first non conference 
victory over Streamwood with both varsity 
and junior varsity winning 5·0, 5-0. 

Head Coach Terry Lemberg said, "I think 
the team islookingalotstronger atthis point 
of the season than it has in the past at all 
positions and all levels." Lemberg said that 
she definitely wants the teams conference 
record to Improve. Last year they were 0-7 
and last In the conference standings. Lem
berg hopes the team will win more than half 
oftheir non conference matches. Last year, 
ladies tennis was 6-7 in non conference last 
year, 7-13 overall. 

So far, the team has had easy times with 
non conference schools, defeating teams 
like Montini, Wheaton Christian, and East 
Aurora by the score of 5-0, but still struggle 
in conference competition, losing to Glen
bard South and Wheaton North by the same 
score. 

a team." 
The team got first place In the Batavia 

Tournament. They defeated Hinkley Big 
Rock 5-2, West Aurora 5-0. and Batavia 2-1. 

"I think they played very well against 
Hinkley, average against Aurora, and good 
against Batavia," Owens said. "It was a hard 
tournament for us." Outside of the tourna
ment they defeated Geneva 6-1. In the first 
half of the game they were losing 0-1 but 
came back to score thestxgoals. In the game, 
Caspar Arias scored one, Eric Louback 
scored three goals, and Darren Mende and 
John Schmidt scored one. 

Another thtngthat has plagued the soccer 
team is Injuries. Senior Todd Evans was in 

the placed in the hospital after one game 
because he was unconcious the whole sec
ond half. Recently, Seirs was knocked out 
with a hip Injury and Arias suffered an In
jury In the same game. 

So far this season Evans has 6 goals and 
1 assist, Arias 5 goals, 1 assist, Romero 3 
goals, and Orlando Vasquez 2 goals and 1 
assists. The Wildcat goalies are senior 
Javier Guzman and junior Steve Majerus. 
"Guzman has seen a lot of action so far," 
Owens said. "But Majerus has seen a little 
but w111 see more. • Majerus played two full 
games and shut out formerly 5th ranked 
Glenbard North 3-0 and lost to Naperville 
North 1-0. 

Setting for regionols 
by Kate Jemsek 

"Stronger every game." That is the theme 
for this year's Wtldcat volleyball team. With 
only two returning seniors and nine new 
juniors, this year's team has started out 
young and inexperienced. 

At the start of the season, the Lad yeats fell ' 
to 1-3 entering conference play. At one point 
In the DuPage Area Tournament at Whea
ton Central, balls were literally falling in 
front of the players. But the Ladycats have 
come back. They have defeated Naperville 
North, Glenbard South. and defeated the 
Central Tournament winners Wheaton 
Central in two games but finished last at 
the Lyons Township Tournament and fell 
to DVC leaders Glenbard East 15-13, 
15-13. They now have a record of 8-10, 
5-3 with five more games to play before 
reglonals begin. 

The newest member of the varsity team 
comes from down under. She is Meltssa 
Stratford, an exchange student from New 
Zealand. Stratford came 1n and was in first 
varsity singles right away. 

The volleyball team hopes to have a 
winning season and finish in the top three In 
conference. They have been practicing long 
hours and putting In a lot of hard work. The 

A blurry fast Trinette Co goes for the ball nrst two weeks of practice the volleyball 
in competition. (Photo by John Kuter) team was practicing five to seven hours a 

Trinette Co, second singles and captain of 
the team agrees with Lemberg that the team 
is looking much stronger. "Our record w111 be 
better this year." Co's personal record last 
year was nine wins and 10 losses. She said 
that she is hoping to bring up her conference 
record and win more than half of her mat
ches. She also would ltke to see herself and 

Stratford go down state. Lemberg said that 
depending on how the season goes, she 
could see Stratford and Co as a strong 
doubles team for sectionals. Junior Gail 
Hoffman finishes up the singles team as 
third singles player. · 

Juniors Jennifer Bowen and Jamee Tay
lor are first doubles team. Sophomore 
Heather Adrian and senior Cheree Brugman 
finish varsity as second doubles. 

HOME SPORTS SCHEDULE AND PLAYOFFS 
' 

Football 

Oct.6 
Oct.l3 
Ladies Tennis 
Oct.6-7 

.,Oct.l3·14 
.. Oct.l4-21 
Cross Country 
Oct.21 

Golf 
Oct.lO 
Oct.l3 .. 14 

Boys Soccer 
Oct.7 

-Oct.12~14,17 
Oct.l9;21,23 
O'ct.26 

Wheaton North 
Naperville Central 

DVCMeets 
Secttonals 
State Finals 

Regionals 

Secttonals 
State Finals 

Wheaton Central 
DVC playoffs 
Regionals 
Sectlonals 

Ladies Swimming 
· Oct.l7 Morris, Crystal Lake SQuth 
Oct.24 Waubonsie Valley 
Ladies Volleyball , 
Oct.IO 
. Qct.17 
Oct.24-28 

. Naperville North 
Wheaton .Central( Seniors night) 

Regtonals 

7:30p.m. 
7:30p.m. 

TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

TBA 

TBA 
TBA 

6:30p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

6p.m. 
6p.m. 

5:30p.m. 
5:30p.m . 
TBA 

day while now they have gone to a regular 
practice schedule. 

This year's team consists of juniors Mel
ody Benson, Cindy Carrol, Cheryl Green
walt, senior Karen Getlinger, juniors Jen
nifer Kramer, Kelly Mathews, Sarah Ognie, 
Danielle Potts, Jody Schwab, and senior 
Angie Webb. The most valuable players so 
far are the returning seniors who have 
leadership and experience. 

When Webb was asked how she thought 
this years team would do, she replied "If we 
work together we'll be as good as last year." 
When Coach Gail George was asked about 
this she answered. "This year we have the 
height we lacked last year which will help us 
be even better." 

Melody Benson bumps the ball 
during a game. The Lady Cats are 
5-3 and in second place in DVC. 
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